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HERE is a notable omission 

in the composition of the 

conference which issued the 
recent message: “God and our 
Times.” There was no repre- 
sentative of the Irish Bishops. 
Was that due to difficulties of 
travel or to the fact that the 
Irish State is neutral in the war? 


If the latter, it appears rather sig- 
nificant and detracts from the im- 
portance of the message by giving it 
a national character. It is produced 
by one group of nationals belonging 
to a nation whose judgments are nec- 
essarily affected and to some extent 
distorted by war stress and one-sided 
propaganda. 


How much truth is in,the opening 
statement that often “the direction to 
be taken by civilization ... has de- 
pended upon the issue of a war’? If 
that means that a human war makes 
some difference, we all would agree. 
But it appears to mean that if one 
side is right and the other wrong, the 
victory of the right side results in 
a forward, that of the wrong in a 
backward, ‘direction. 


Can this be proved by history? If 
so it means that a side defeated in 
war loses any determining influence 
over “civilization” (whatever that is), 
simply by being defeated in battle. 
Can that for a moment be maintained 
consistently with a belief in the dis- 
tinetively Christian way which is, 
often, victory through death? 


In what sense is “Nazi Germany” 
intending to “impose her... creed 

. upon the whole world”? That 
creed is centrally the supremacy of 
the German race. Is it maintained 
that Germany seriously expects the 
whole world to accept that as a creed? 
As a necessary sequel to events, other 
nations may have to accept it—but 
not as a creed? Is it a balanced and 
sober statement that “the Nazi creed 
is almost wholly evil’? 


It seems, on the one hand, to neg- 
ject the fact that the restoration of 
Germany has brought hope (though a 
perverted one) to millions, abolished 
unemployment and developed the 
powers and natural gifts of many who 
before were idle and hopeless. And, 
on the other hand, it ignores the radi- 
cal eomplicity of nearly all the civi- 
lized world in the production of this 
“evil” inasmuch as all civilized nat- 
ions have abandoned themselves to the 
worship of some idol. In Germany, 
the State; in Russia, the Class; in the 
“Democracies,” Mammon. Is any one 
worse than any other manifestation 
of this fundamental idolatry? 


WHOSE WORLD? 


The Nazi power, we are told, repre- 
sents an “attempt to possess the 
world” on the part of evil. Who, then, 
possesses it now? Is it not the same 
“Prince of this world,” “the world- 


But Now You 
MAVE Heard 


a i OW is the Treasure Hunt in aid of the 
Fighting Fund going on these days?” 
a letter asks. “I have sounded literally dozens 
vf members who take Peace News at our Local 
Service Unit and 95 per cent. have never heard 
of the scheme. Ask those who have already 
sent to send again; ask those who have not 
sent to do so right away. If our pacifism is 
worth anything—and to some of us it is num- 
ber one—it is worth a small sacrifice,” 


Turn out those drawers: hunt up those 
treasures! 


Contributions for tast week: 
making the total £2,495 9s. 11d. 


The Editor. 


Please make all cheques, POs .and money 
arders payable to Peace News Ltd,, and 
crossed “‘a/c Payee,” and address them to the 


£21 ils. 8d., 


Accountant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 
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rulers of this darkness” who were in 
possession in the first century A.D.? 

It is impossible to accept the simple 
equation, “Nazi system=the embodi- 
ment of spiritual evil” because, if that 
is altogether true, it excludes other 
embodiments, such as that in the self- 
ish financial industrialism of Western 
Civilization, which are no less sinis- 
ter for being less overt. 


True, “a German victory would not 
make evil things to be good things,” 
but also a British victory would not 
make our evil things good things. 
“Victory” by either side is only effec- 
tive toward good as it is used by God 
in his Providence, and he can use a 
defeat quite as easily as a victory. 
Is that not the central lesson of the 
extmple of Christ? 


In section 2, under “The Supremacy 
of God,” reference is indeed directly 
made to the redemptive suffering of 
the Son of God, and the Cross. “Be- 
cause he bore it, all can bear their 
cross in faith and hope.” And again: 
“If he calis us to pursue the victory 
of good through suffering and sac- 
rifice, he calls us to follow a road 
which the Son of God himself has 
trodden .. .” 


Here the suggestion is unmistak- 
ably made that to make war or sup- 
port “the war effort” is our way of 
bearing the Cross, and the example 
of Christ is held up for us to follow 
by waging bloody war on our fellow- 
mortals. .The question only needs to 
be asked, “Does God call us to pursue 
the victory of good through deliber- 
ately inflicting suffering and death 
upon others: did the Son of God re- 
deem the world by calling down 
slaughter upon his enemies or impos- 
ing a cross upon them?”, for the fal- 
lacy of any such comparison of the 
Cross with human warfare to be ap- 
parent. “Fallacy” is mild: some 
would say “blasphemy,” but for the ob- 
vious sincerity of the authors of the 
message. 


THE MORAL LAW 


Section 3 opens with a brief sen- 
tence which purports to close any ar- 


The Political 


S not Communism, some readers 
ask, ethically superior to 
Nazism? As a political ideal, it in- 
dubitably is. But Communism as an 
ideal is very different from Commun- 
ism in act. Because the ideal of 
Communism is better than the ideal 
of Nazism, it does not follow that So- 
viet Russia is better than Nazi Ger- 
many. Neither, of course, does it fol- 
low that it is not better. 


Between the two realities, we find 
it impossible to judge. Up to the 
point at which Stalin became the un- 
disputed master of Russia, we were 
inclined to say that the fearful cruel- 
ties of the reign of terror were no 
worse—having regard to the vastness 
and backwardness of the country— 
than those which accompanied the 
French Revolution. But when the 
new regime was politically secure, a 
fresh wave of terrorism and cruelty 
began. The horrors attendant upon 
the forcible collectivization of agricul- 
ture, the “trials” for sabotage, the 
“purging” of all the old Bolsheviks— 
these things happened fully fifteen 
years after the Revolution had begun. 
The only conclusion to be drawn was 
that Russia was a ruthless tyranny. 
Let anyone read the relevant chapters 
in Sir Bernard Pares’s sixpenny book 
on Russia, and then consider whether 
Soviet Russia can fairly be repre- 
sented as better than Nazi Germany. 
We think that it is not possible, in 


gument as to the rightness of this 
way. “It is, then, our duty to defend 
to the utmost the moral law of God 
among men.” Good. But to Christ- 
jians that moral law has been revealed 
with complete clarity, “... and if 
there be any other commandment it 
is briefly comprehended in this saying, 
namely, thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself.” The moral law is the 
law of pure love. It is not possible 
to transgress that law in means 
adopted and thereby defend it in the 
end: that is the way which the Son of 
God explicitly rejected (“Could I not 
pray the Father to send legions of 
angels ?’’). 


When the Prime Minister exclaims 
“It is time they suffered too ... we 
will mete out to the Germans the 
measure and more than the measure, 
they have meted out to us”’—is he 
defending thereby the moral law? If 
not, should not a much more direct 
“message” be addressed by our pre- 
lates to 10 Downing Street? 


This Section 3 and the one that 
follows it rightly point to the growth 
of comradeship, courage, and self- 
sacrifice which in God’s providence, 
and in spite of man’s sin, often show 
themselves springing from the rotten 
soil of sin’s ravages. We are then 
bidden to recognize these qualities as 
derived from God’s spirit “wherever 
found ...in non-Christian as in 
Christian.” In such ways those 
estranged from the Church may be 
won. 


Here is a welcome appeal to the 
method of understanding rather than 
of self-righteous superiority: the 
method of recognizing any good wher- 
ever it be and winning the sinner by 
the weapons of love and fellowship. 
But are the Germans, the Nazis, to be 
excluded from this method? “These 
qualities are found in” them to a 
marked degree. Comradeship, cour- 
age, self-sacrifice—which of our two 
nations manifests most of these? 
Why not then extend the method of 
understanding, fellowship, love to 
Germans, to Nazis? If it is effective 
in the one case, why not in the other? 
If it is true that “the Church needs 
what” those alienated from it “can 
give,” it is certainly true that it needs 
what German Christians (many of 


(Continued on back page) 


War and the 


common honesty, so to represent it. 

Not only from the pace point of 
view, but from the British point of 
view—so far as the British point of 
view is a moral one—both systems 
are intolerable: simply intolerable. If 
the British point of view were a 
purely moral one, it would be as cer- 
tain that Britain could not be allied 
with Stalin as that she could not ne- 
gotiate with Hitler. But, of course, 
the British point of view is not a 
purely moral one: genuine morality 
enters into it, but in a small propor- 
tion compared with interest and the 
pursuit or defence of power. From 
the purely moral point of view, it 
would be just as proper for us to be 
allied with Hitler and to refuse to ne- 
gotiate with Stalin, as it is for us to 
be doing what we are doing. 

The pacifist point of view is a 
purely moral point of view. The fact 
that Hitler’s Germany is a much more 
serious danger to British power than 
Stalin’s Russia cannot for one moment 
be allowed to influence the pacifist’s 
moral condemnation of the two politi- 
cal systems. Nor, on the other hand, 
can it be allowed to influence his ap- 
proval of what is good in them: that, 
for example, in different ways they 
have eliminated the irresponsible and 
lawless force of the money power. 
The end is a good end; but the means 
adopted, in both cases, is abominable 
in the sight of God and man. Better, 


E Bishops and the 


War 


The (Real) 


The Union 


HIS week’s news concerning 
the truth about the USA’s 
attitude to the war (which this 
newspaper has constantly tried 
to present) is that something of 
that truth is beginning to appear 
in the British daily press. Be- 
sides news of serious divisions in 
Congress, a report hag actually 
appeared that indicates the 
possibility of mass disobedience 
in the army. 


In a dispatch from its Washington 
Correspondent, published in The 
Times on August 22, the authoritative 
voice of Mr. Walter Lippmann is 
quoted for the statement that an “ap- 
pallingly dangerous and demoralizing 
and humiliating situation” hag devel- 
oped in Congress “during the past for- 
night.” The correspondent adds:— 


Does the present state of the public mind 
give them (Mr. Lippmann’s “hard words’’) 
added validity? Certainly it does if the 
accumulating evidence of conditions in the 
army camps can be taken as a touchstone— 
but can they? It would be bitterly unfair 
ta say that today they can. What is clear. 
however, is that in the mass the American 
people are utterly unaware of the brute 
reality that they are in fact at war.. 

What will happen when the 12 months of 
service for selected men originally enacted 
comes to an end? How many of them will 
disobey the law which—by one vote only— 
extended that term by 18 months? This 
question cries out for an answer... .- 


On the following day the Diplomatic 
Correspondent of the same paper re- 
ported that in London this dispatch 

“is being widely discussed; and those 
who know America best say that it 
gave a faithful picture of the present 
state of opinion.’ 


Moral Issues 


far better, than the adoption of such 
means would be to endure the lawless- 
ness of an acquisitive society. Within 
that lawlessness is still contained the 
seed of the positive freedom of which 
the lawlessness itself is the negative 
expression. On the plane of realistic 
politics, there is nothing to do but to 
let Germany and Russia fight out their 
struggle for power. Realistically, it 
would be best if at the end there were 
some sort of equilibrium of power be- 
tween them, so that Germany might 
be distracted from turning the full 
fury of its war-machine upon Britain 
and driven to seek some kind of arm- 
istice with us. But these are consid- 
erations of political expediency: seek- 
ing to preserve what we can of the 
liberties which, however partial and 
equivocal they may be, are yet the 
substance of Britain’s meaning and 
value for the world. Those liberties 
will not be one atom more secure if, 
by some miracle, we were to procure 
the defeat of Germany by Russia. 
The one realistic argument for that is 
that it might create such chaos in 
Europe as would give us a breathing 
space to put our own house in order, 
if we can. On the other hand a Ger- 
manie Europe might equally give us 
a_breathing-space of a different kind. 
Time is of the essence of our problem. 
The longer we are engaged in total 
war, the less chance is there of saving 
what is of value in Britain. 
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A PACIFIST COMMENTARY : 


EDITED BY 


“OBSERVER” 


THE grimmest commentary on the 

Churchill-Roosevelt declaration 
(I said last week) was the hairs- 
breadth escape of the Bill for the ex- 
tension of the term of service of the 
present one-year conscripts to 23 
years. It was passed by 203 votes to 
202. Immediately upon his return to 
the mainland President Roosevelt 
bowed to this expression of opinion 
in Congress and reduced the extension 
to 12 years. Now the Washington 
correspondent of The Times (Aug 22) 
asks this ominous question: 


What will happen when the 12 months of 
service for selected men originally enacted 
comes to an end? How many of them will 
disobey the law which—by one vote only--- 
extended that. term by 18 months? This 
question cries out for an answer. 


In other words The Times seriously 
suggests that a large number of the 
American conscripts are going to walk 
out on the army. If “the accumulat- 
ing evidence of conditions in the army 
camps can be taken as a touchstone,” 
says the correspondent further, Mr. 
Walter Lippmann’s assertion is true: 
that “an appallingly dangerous and 
demoralizing and humiliating situa- 
tion” has developed within Congress, 
which has taken “the risk of disorgan- 
izing the army, repudiating its com- 
mander, demoralizing the people, and 
shattering the influence of the United 
States throughout the world.” 


Two Issues 


WO issues are central to the complex war 
situation. What will be the outcome of 
the huge battle between Germany and Russia? 
What will be the real decision of the USA? 
There is a certain parallelism between them. 
Just as Britain is standing aloof, in fact, from 
the Russo-German struggle, so is the USA 
standing aloof, in fact, from the Anglo-Ger- 
man struggle. The attitude, in their case, of 
Britain and the USA is best described in terms 
that had their origin in the Spanish civil war: 
it ig an attitude of‘‘sympathetic non-belliger- 
ency.”” 

Probably the Russians find it hard to un- 
derstand why Britain does not make a supreme 
effort to reonen the war on the Western 
Front, and so compel a crucial diversion of 
the German forces which threaten to over- 
whelm her. In like manner Britain finds it 
hard to understand why America does not 
make a supreme effort to come effectively to 
her aid. In the case of America we know the 
reason. At present a majority of the Ameri- 


ean people is opposed to sending a vast army 
across the Atlantic to attempt the reconquest 
of Europe. 


Isolationism 


Ppt opposition is based partly on instine- 

tive. partly on rational grounds. Am- 
erican isolationism is both instinctive and 
rational. Fully ta examine both these grounds 
is beyond the scope of this commentary, But 
it is important to understand that the feeling 
of the Middle Westerner that he has nothing 
to do with the power-politics of Europe is not 
in the least strange or unreasonable. The At- 
Jantic Ocean is a mighty barrier—a far 
mightier barrier than the English Channel; 
but the barrier of the English Channel has 
been enough to permit the growth of a rela- 
tive isolationism in Britain. This relative 
isolationism was so strong that it was one of 
the determining factors in European politics 
during the post-Versailles period. We have 
to realize that a far stronger sentiment is 
operative in USA to refuse any responsibility 
for Europe than was operative in Britain from 
1919 to 1939. Yet that sentiment in Britain 
was practically insuperable during those 
twenty years. 


Barriers 


HE sentiment, or the instinct, is still op- 
erative in Britain; and probably it 
supplies part of the explanation why we are 
not making a great effort ta compel Germany 
to wage a war on two fronts. It would un- 
doubtedly be a very great risk. If it failed, as 
it well might fail, it would wenken the power 
of Britain to defend herself. And that is our 
supreme concern—to keep the enemy out of 
these islands. What wonder, then, if Britain 
hesitates to attempt to land an army on the 
continent in a moment of opportunity that 
will never recur, that America should hesi- 
tate to commit herself to sending a vast army 
to Europe? 


It is all very well for President Roosevelt to 
attempt to persuade his fellow-countrymen 
that their vital interests, their national ex- 
istence, is being imperilled by Germany's con- 
quest of Europe; it is, in reality, an attempt 
to persuade them that the Atlantic does not 
exist. But it doea exist, and it is a barrier. 
Even the English Channel exists, and is a 
barrier. How much more the Atlantic Ocean! 


Defence 


HERE is all the difference in the world 
between believing that ‘the four free- 
doms’” are in peril in Eurape—as no doubt the 
majority of Americans do—and being con- 
vinced that it is your duty to send 10 million 
men 23,000 miles to fight for them. Just as 
there was all the difference in the world be 
tween believing, as perhaps the majority of 
Englishmen did, that democracy was in peril 
in Spain and risking war to help it, 
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SOAP -BOX ORATOR 


By Geoffrey Pittock - Buss 


66 MZE of the Peace 
v A Pledge Union 


There was a crowd of about a hun- 
dred people around the speaker on the 
open air platform. People of ail 
types, an average war-time audience. 
Some business men, some working 
men, some pub habituees, some sald- 
ters, some sailors. Around the out- 
side circled a Peace News seller. 


Open air speaking in the thick of 
total war. It’s something to think 
about when all the regular pitches are 
empty, when most of the fiery orators 
are silent. But when we think about 
it perhaps we will wonder why we 
still cover such little ground. All 
those people who talk about pacifism 
being the new order which is to come 
seem to shirk the issue when they 
are invited to get up and keep our 
witness alive at this hour. 

A pacifist must put up with all the 


dangers and discomforts of the sold- 
jer, oh yes! Address an open air 


meeting? Oh no! I’m afraid I 
eouldn’t . . what good would it do 
anyway? 


__ But pacifism will not become a force 
if the pacifists sit in groups telling 
one another how clever they are. It 
will only work if, through thick and 
thin, a witness is kept alive. Where 
meetings are being held nowadays 
even the people who scoff and sneer 
are carrying a memory of the speaker 
who did not give up through the war. 
Surely this is likely to gain him more 
respect in the days to come. It’s bet- 
fa than if he hibernated for the dur- 
ation. 


What can we say? Most pacifists 


have no short-term policy, indeed, it 
is difficult to see how they could, but 
there are many themes which can 
start off a meeting .... peace pos- 
sibilities, blockade, bombing, “are all 
the Germans beasts?” conscription. 


And the audience will soon find some 
subjects for the speaker if he runs 
out. 

“What would you do now?” The 
speaker tries to answer fairly and is 
accused of “hedging.” The audience 
ties him down to a direct reply. “If I 
had the opportunity I would train 
people to resist Nazism with all their 
heart and soul—but without viol- 
ence.” 

“And what would happen to us 
then?” 

“At first we should be overrun, but 
our resistance would continue and we 
should win through to a lasting peace 
eventually.” 


“Don’t talk rot.” 

“Well, have we stopped Gandhi in 
India? We've used Nazi methods 
there, you know. How about Amrit- 
sar? We killed hundreds, but it 
didn’t stop non-violence from being 
carried on.” 

“But if we didn’t resist they’d come 
over and bomb us night after night, 
until the whole country was laid 
waste.” 

“No, bombing only continues when 
both sides are hammering away at 
each other. If we refuse to retaliate 
in kind the whole thing would become 


meaningless. Even men trained to 
cruelty would not continue.” 
* * we 


After two hours the meeting breaks 
up, the police give the speakers a 
friendly grin and move off. 

As darkness falls the sirens begin 
to wail, the bombs begin to fall. 
Some of the hundred people in that 
audience begin to ponder the words 
of the pacifist .... is this the only 
way to fight evil? 

Every week the meetings continue, 
every week hundreds gather, every 
week some people go away thoughful. 
Is it worth doing? Surely it must be 
done if we really believe pacifism has 
a message. 


August 29, 194? 


Will Happen in 
the U.S.A. ? 


The desire of democracy is for a quiet life. 
More truly than any other form of government 
it reflects on the one hand the inertias and 
ignorances and on the other the sense of 
reality of the average man. It is strong in 
defence alone. And defence has to be inter- 
preted literally. No more than the average 
Englishman could be convinced by Mr. Bald- 
win that the defences of England were fixed 
on the Rhine can the average American be 
convineed that the defence of America must 
be undertaken in Europe. 


The Gulf 


i the average American right or wrong? 

A gvod deal more right than Britain 
would like to believe. Between realities and 
political ideas there ig a great gulf fixed. If 
you invite the average American to fight for 
the ideas of democracy, or the four freedoms, 
he will rightly ask how he can be fighting for 
these ideas by fighting in alliance with Russia. 
If he is invited simply to beat Germany, he 
is far enough away from the scene of the 
struggle (and in possession of fuller news 
about it than we are vouchsafed) to form a 
pretty sober judgment of the cost of attempt- 
ing it. 

Putting it at the Jowest, the cast would be 
terrific. And what would the American gain 
at the end of it, but the doubtful privilege of 
having to take responsibility for Europe? No 
wonder he is reluctant, and likely to remain 
so. No more can be expected of the Ameri- 
cans than that they will do the best they can 
to prevent Britain from being actually de- 
feated, 


Words -and Acts 


S the defeat of Germany in Europe a matter 
of life or death to Britain? Presumably 
not, or Britain would be straining the very 
soul out of herself to reopen the war on two 
fronts. Is it a matter of life or death to 
USA? Presumably not, or the USA would be 
declaring its fixed resolve to send an army to 
Europe. 

Both Britain and the USA may talk as 
though the defeat of Germany in Europe were 
a matter of life or death; but acts speak 
louder than words. And the corresponding 
acts are not forthcoming, Neither Britain 
nor the USA behaves as though it were a 
matter of life or death to them that Europe 
should be reconquered from Germany. That 
Britain should be defended from Germany 
yes, probably that is a matter of life or death 
to Britain, and a matter of grave concern to 
the USA. But that is one thing, and the re 
conquest of Europe quite another. 

And in truth this tatter is an issue which 
must, alike on ideologica) grounds and grounds 
of power, be decided between Germany and 
Russia. They alone ure organized for the 
prosecution of totalitarian war, because they 
alone have embraced the ideologies which per- 
mit. that organization. Neither Britain nor 
the USA is qualified for effective interposition 
in that struggle of the titans. 


No Pledge 


C is only in relation to the accumulating 

evidence that it is becoming less and 
less likely that the USA will enter the war as 
a full belligerent that the true significance of 
the ChurchilFRoosevelt. declaration can be 
estimated. At present it is being fantastically 
over-estimated hy all kinds of British idealists. 
Naturally, perhaps, for its language—full of 
abstractions and contradictions to the realistic 
eye—is 2 Janguage beloved of Western ideal- 
ists. It is time they shook themselves free of 
its soporific enchantments. Even if the vic- 
tory which the declaration presupposes were 
won, its promises could not be implemented. 
Translated into realities, they directly con- 
tradict one another. But even more striking 
is the overestimate of its significance by Mr. 
Churchill himself. 

You will perhaps have noticed that the 
President of the United States and the Brit- 
ish representative have jointly pledged their 
countries to the final destruction of the Nazi 
tyranny. That is a solemn and grave un- 
dertaking, It must be made good; it will 
be made guod. : 

No such pledge is contuined in the statement. 
The relevant words are these. ‘“‘The President 
. and Mr. Churchill... make known 
certain common principles in the national pol- 
icies of their respective countries on which 
they base their hopes for a better future for 
the world... Sixth, after the final destruc- 
tion of the Nazi tyranny, they hope to see 
established a peace etc... .” By no extrem- 
ity of legalistic interpretation can this be read 
as pledging USA (or Britain either) to the 
final destruction of the Nazi tyranny.” It is 
an indication of the principles of the peace 
the USA and Britain would like to see estab- 
lished if the Nazi tyranny is destroyed. 


Creating Suspicion 


HEN Mr. Churchill himself misinterprets 

a highly important document of State in 
this fashion, he is going the quick way to de- 
feat his own ends. Nothing is likely to add 
more strength to the forces of isolationism in 
USA than the suspicion that they are being 
jockeyed into a position which they have not 
taken, by misinterpretation of a common dec- 
laration. Nothing, again, is more likely to 
wenken the position of President Roosevelt 
vis-a-vis his Republican opponents than the 
suspicion of some secret understanding between 
him and Mr. Churchill. 

The plain fact is that the declaration mani- 
festly does not pledge the USA “‘to the final 
destruction of the Nazi tyranny. — lf Mr. 
Churchill says it does, the conclusion of the 
average American citizen is that either the 
President or he is playing tricks. The Ameri- 
can commentators on the declaration (says 
The Times Aug 23) do not go further than to 
say that the declaration “may help Americans 
to realize the kind of world they live in, 


Disarmament 


JHAT the United Stataes may reasonably 
iW 


be regarded as committed to, morally, 


is an effort to shape the peace on the prin- 
ciples of the declaration, if and when Ameri- 
ca and Britain are ever in the position to en- 
force their terms of peace. In that event, the 
USA would agree to the unilateral disarma- 
ment of Germany without asking (as Presi- 
dent Wilson did) for an undertaking from the 
victors to disarm immediately afterwards. 
That may be called retrogressive or realistic. 
according to taste. The National Peace 
Council, in a statement. adopted on Aug 2], 
finds it retrogressive. But if we are to in- 
dulge in serious criticism of a declaration 
which avowedly depends upom a complete 
British victory. a more pertinent comment 
is that of The Times (Aug 18): 

The key to disarmament lies in the control 
of what used to be called “war patential,” 
that is to say, of heavy industry and of vital 
raw materials, Disarmament thus becomes 
an economic rather than a strictly military 
problem, whose solution must he sought 
through policies of economic organization. It 
would seem that some system of pooled and 
centralized control not merely of arma- 
ments, but of ‘‘war potential,” at any rate 
over certain areas of the world, will be 
ultimately essential if the abandonment of 
the use of force, which the declaration 
rightly seeks, is to be achieved . 

How far such control is compatible with 
“the fullest collaboration between al} nations 
in the economic field’; how far it is really 
distinguished from 2 Hitlerian ‘‘new order” we 
leave to the idealists to determine, 


Drop Pretence 


Re SerAn and British troops simultaneously 
advanced into Iran on August 25, as } 
anticipated. It is not surprising that the 
British Ambassador in Turkey has had to ex- 
plain uway a newspaper report that the oc- 
cupation of Turkey had also been decided upon. 
The occupation of Iran appears to the ordinary 


(Contirued on back page) 


METHODISM 
AND WAR 


BY way of commentary on your two 

previous articles on Methodism 
and War, it would be well to point out 
that there are two distinct strata in 
the Methodist Church, divided by diff- 
erences of, age and status. There is 
official Methodism, bustling, business- 
like and patriotic; and, on the other 
hand, there is local Methodism, lay 
and clerical alike, which is homely 
and kindly and intensely pacifist. 


In our chapel there is a young 
people’s group of some twenty per- 
sons, of whom seven, five men and two 
women, are declared conscientious ob- 
jectors. The remainder have strong 
sympathies with our cause. 

It is the stubborn loyalty to Christ 
of these folk to which tribunals have 
often been forced to pay grudging tri- 


bute. “If it weren't for these Metho- 
dists...,” said one chairman plaint- 
ively. That is our pride. 


“LOWER ORDERS” 


But it should be remembered that 
we are the rank and file of Methodism. 
We do not appear at its conferences, 
we are but poorly represented in its 
councils, we are deemed misguided by 
its great ones. Its high offices are the 
perquisite of the respectable, politic- 
ally unimpeachable Methodist. 


Nothing perhaps so aptly illustrates 
the great gulf fixed between “official” 
and “local” Methodism as the treat- 
ment meted out to one of our mem- 
bers and his wife, both avowed paci- 
fists. At their work they had to deal 
with a Methodist board of governors 
who victimized them with a savagery 
that few secular authorities have 
equalled, and left them jobless and 
penniless in the street. At the same 
time the local Methodist clergy min- 
istered to them in their need and 
showed the utmost kindness in their 
distress. 


AGE-LONG DIVISION 


It is the old cleft, observed five hun- 
dred years since by Chaucer, between 
the corruption of the higher orders 
and the Christ-like devotion of the 
“Poor Parson of the Town.” It is 
with the latter and with the young 
people, who are facing hardship and 
derision in the name of Christ, that 
the true heritage and the future hope 
of Methodism is to be found. 


The unfortunate circumstance at 
this juncture is that the illusory lime- 
light of publicity shines mainly on 
those in high office who, preferring the 
praise of man to the praise of God, 
obscure and tarnish the brightness of 


the true Methodist faith and tradition. 
S. H. JARVIS 
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PHE basis of the Peace Pledge 
Union is the following pledge 
which is signed by each member: 
1 RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained. is: 

PPU HEADQUARTERS. 

Dick Sheppard House. 
6, Endsleigh St., W.C.1 


Group Notes 


MEN OF KENT 
(South-Eastern Area) 


By JOHN BARCLAY 


HE first of the Area Conferences 

convened as a result of the de- 
cision taken at the last Council meet- 
ing was held last Sunday in Maid- 
stone. 


The difficulties of transport and the 
fact that most of the area comes with- 
in the costal defences made catering 
arrangements problematical. The 
fact that they were overcome and that 
everybody was well-fed is a matter 
of congratulation. 


The conference was held at Friends 
House and began at 3 o’clock. By 
that time over 40 had arrived; by tea- 
time the number had risen to 55. Al- 
together 19 groups were represented 
and four of the five regions covered by 
the new Area boundaries. Such a 
fully representative conference felt 
competent to make decisions, and 
there is no doubt that the necessary 
backing will be given to the Commit- 


tee when they implement these de; 


cisions by a call for action. 


It was decided that the committee 
should be formed by two members be- 
ing drawn from each of the regions, 
and in the meantime officers were 
elected to carry out the immediate 
programme. Mr. W. J. Suter, of 
Ashford, was elected chairman, and 
Leslie Smith (73 Grave Ave., Maid- 
stone) the secretary. Audrey Jupp, 
who has been temporarily acting as 
Area Representative on the National 
Council was elected by a majority 
vote. 


CLOSER LINKS NEEDED 


Speeches were made by Sybil Mor- 
rison, Donald Port (London Organ- 
izer), and myself. We all stressed 
the necessity for a closer linking of 
groups and the very great need for 
more personal responsibility from in- 
dividuals. Sybil Morrison pointed 
out how men_ heavily outgumbered 
women in the PPU and cated for a 
more vigorous campaigning to 
arouse the women to take their equal 
share beside the men. Such _ bodies 
as the Women’s Co-operative Guild, 
she said, should be contacted whenever 
possible. 


Donald Port discussed the dual 
purpose of the group—fellowship and 
political action—and showed how the 
one could be focussed with the other. 
He pointed out that the responsibility 
of future development lay far more 
with the groups than with head- 
quarters, and urged members to “work 
with a purpose” and “study for an 
end.” 


After giving some idea of the plan 
behind Area Development, I tried to 
demonstrate the fundamental need for 
responsibility within the groups. No 
plan could work unless inspired by a 
constant and compelling sense of per- 
sonal urgency. The individual mem- 
ber is the key to the plan. All officers 
from Group Leader to National Chair- 
man are part of the chain of responsi- 
bility functioning only if all the links 
are strong and united. 


When the committee has had time 
to meet, a further report will be given 
of the work in the new South Eastern 
Area. 


Regions within the Area:—East 
Kent, East Sussex, Tonbridge, Rei- 
gate, Medway Towns. 


On Sunday (August 31) the Hamp- 
shire Area will be holding its confer- 
ence in Southampton. It is hoped that 
reports of Area conferences will be 
given week by week, but any further 
information can always be had by 
writing to the Area Secretary. 


GROUP ACTIVITIES 


Peckham.—As many London members will 
know, the Peckham Group have as their cen- 
tral headquarters a roomy house in which in 
the past a number of them lived as a com- 
munity. Nuw 
decisions have broken up 
there are rooms to spare 


this arrangement 
The Secretary 


rr rr 


that evacuation and tribunal . 


PEACE NEWS 


LETTECS to the EDITOR 


Do We 


FN Peace News you have published 

an article aimed to counter the 
suggestion that Peace News condones 
Nazism. I doubt whether many 
thought that you did, but I do think 
that many pacifists disagree with ed- 
itorial opinions as to what our attitude 
should be toward the war between 
Britain, the USSR, and Nazi Germany. 
That Peace News interprets correctly 
the views of one large body of paci- 
fists I have little doubt, but I am 
equally certain that it fails to repre- 
sent other large bodies of equally sin- 
cere and aware PPU members. 


To some of us, the argument by 
which a pacifist must inevitably sup- 
port peace at any price, even the sort 
of peace that the the Belgian children 
are enjoying under the Nazis’ eco- 
nomic New Order, is a gross over- 
simplification. I should have hoped 
that all members of the PPU had 
other convictions beyond the negative 
aspects of pacifism; most of us are, 
for example, Socialists, upholders of 
individual freedom in religion, and 
“good citizens” as well. 


(By “good citizens,” by the way, I 
mean those who feel it their duty to 
take out of the common pool no more 
than they put in, taken in the broad- 
est sense; that is to say, that while 
the country is suffering from short- 
ages and while a large proportion of 
our neighbours are living on rations 
and 2s. 6d. per day, we feel it incum- 
bent upon us to try to reduce our 
standard of living and enjoyment to 
the national average; and, again, we 
refuse to take part in “rackets” or to 
wangle, for example, an unfair share 
of cigarettes or an extra bit of meat, 
even though, by being so high-minded 
we help “civilian morale” and the M of 
F and hence the war effort.) 

We who believe in the necessity of 
Socialism and democratic liberty as 
much as in the necessity of pacifism 
must of course act on our own balanced 
conviction after objective thought. 
We believe that the demonry of Naz- 
ism, and its English counterpart, can 
best be resisted, can only finally be 
extirpated, by non-violent direct ac- 
tion, even if it takes 1,000 years that 
way. But we see the people of this 
country, our neighbours,- and the 
people of the USSR resisting in the 
only way that 99 out of 100 people 
know, and we see all willingly risking 
lives and suffering gravely in their 
determination to resist. 

While 


We are not non-resisters. 
we have not been able to endorse the 
British imperialist cause any more 
than we can the weapons chosen; 
while we persist in propagating our 
conviction of the wickedness and in- 
efficiency of war, in advocating 
methods based on Gandhi’s, and in 
criticizing consecutive British Govern- 
ments (as we did at the time, before 


the war, before Hitler) for paving the 
way for Nazism and war by failing to 
give the German people a fair deal 


writes to say that if “any pacifist interested 
in community and who is self-supporting and 
able to contribute to expenses will get into 
touch with me I might be able to arrange for 
bourd and lodging.” PPU group meetings are 
held every Wednesday at the Centre, which is 
situated very conveniently for train, tram, 
and bus routes. It would be a great pity to 
close this Centre for lack of support. The 
address is Philip Bailey, 158 Queen’s Road, 


S.E.15. 
LB. 


Glasgow Region. It is hoped to make a 
rota of people willing to sell Pence News in 
the streets and at all public meetings, and 
thus relieve Mrs. White, of Kilmarnock. Will 
members who are willing to help please leave 
their names at the Dick Sheppard Centre, 48 
Dundas St., Glasgow, C.1. The new officials 
nre: Chairman, J. McGill; Seeretary, C. Wil- 
kie; Liaison Convenor, Mrs. Stevenson; Liter- 
ature Secretary. James Smith. A large stock 
of new pamphlets has been ordered and 
should now be on display at the centre. 


Wembley.—The address of the secretary of 
this group, Erie L. Dixon, is now 20 Stanley 
Ave., Alperton. 


NEWS-SHEETS BAN 


We nre asked by the Ministry of Supply to 
correct “the suggestion (made in Group Notes 
on August 8) that new news-sheets or maga- 
zines can he issued without a licence from the 
Ministry’ and to inform our readers ‘that 
any such publication which started after May 
27, 1940, should cease further publication.” 

Control of Paper orders make it an offence 
to “print or make or publish” any periodical 
not existing before the given date—except un- 
der licenee—or to publish any periodical more 
frequently than it had been published. 


and the people of Europe security and 
economic parity, we cannot regard 
with equanimity the prospect of the 
dissolution of the one genuine attempt 
at a socialist civilization—the USSR. 
Even those of us who have little faith 
in methods other than those based on 
the Satyagraha of Gandhi prefer, as 
he does, that others should resist in 
the only way they know, rather than 
abjectly submit. 

For we believe that pacifists must 
face the fact that if they advocate 
“Peace—now,” the only sort of peace 
that could possibly result would be a 
patched-up military armistice at the 
expense of the USSR. That could be 
the only result of pacifist minority 
agitation swaying the present Govern- 
ment to make peace now. Those who 
are prepared to be a party to this, 
with clear consciences, will receive 
aid and comfort in the erudite ratio- 
cination of PN. Those who are not, 
and who must, if not armchair enthu- 
siasts, do all they can in service to 
the community to the limit of their 
conscientious scruples, are ill repre- 
sented in our paper. 

That, then, is the object of this 
letter: to draw the attention of the 
Editor to the fact that large blocks 
of opinion (that given above for ex- 
ample), which are found in that amor- 
phous body, the PPU, are_ inadeée- 
quately represented in Peace News. 

J. H. L. BIRD 


Little Baddow, nr. Chelmsford . 


At no time have we suggested the abject sub- 
mission of Russia to Germany. On the con- 
trary, what we would like is an equilibrium 
of power between them. We have merely 
suggested that they should be left to fight 
it out, which is little more than an ac- 
ceptance of what is actually happening. 
We cannot accept the statement that the 
USSR is a “genuine attempt at a Socialist 
civilization.’” The word “Socialism” is 
highly ambiguous and Stalin’s practice of 
“socialism in one country’ seems as anti- 


pathetic to the fundamental principles of 
pacifism as Hitler’s practice of National 
Socialism. (Ed., PN.) 


I should like to add my name to the 
list of those who disagree strongly 
with your view in comparing the Naz- 
ism of Germany with the Communism 
of the USSR. TI also feel strongly the 
unwisdom of continually harping on 
their sameness even though you per- 
sonally do believe it: Peace News is 
less a personal paper than, for in- 
stance, the Adelphi; and more the or- 
gan of a large and diverse group. 

I feel in agreement with you that 
perhaps the present Russian leaders 
do not share our belief in the sacred- 
ness of personality: and I believe that 
the bad features of Russian life today 
arise out of that lack. I think prob- 
ably you exaggerate the extent of the 
oppression, and I suggest that whilst 
the unorthodox intellectual feels it the 
man in the street doesn’t. In any 
case the Communist ideal, still held by 
Russians and still the acknowledged 
basis and aim of Russian society, is 
not incompatible with such a belief. 
In this it differs violently from Ger- 
man Nazism which is quite incompati- 
ble with such a belief. Therefore, 
whilst deploring the bad features of 
Russian life since the Revolution I 
emphatically hold that the pacifist 
could and should be ready to co-oper- 
ate with the USSR and its friends so 
far and in such ways as may be open 
to him: and that he must necessarily 
hold that a preponderance of Soviet 
influence in Europe over Nazi influ- 
ence is an essential step in the right 
direction. 

Furthermore, I personally believe 
that almost the only remaining hope 
of a world development in a direction 
acceptable to pacifists lies in the pres- 
ent and future friendly co-operation 
between Britain and the USSR. The 
likelihood of a British-American bloc 
facing an inimical Europe dominated 
by either Germany or the USSR, 
which was more than a_ possibility 
some weeks ago, was a_ horrible 
spectre. That ghost may now be ex- 
orcised by friendly co-operation be- 
tween Britnin and USSR, followed per- 
haps by a grouping of Britain, USSR, 
USA, and China. I would even go 
farther and say that had such a posi- 
tion arisen in fact, and UK plus USA 
been placed vis-a-vis the USSR. the 
hope of the future would have been 
in Russia because of the probability 
that the British-American bloc would 

have been the facade of monopoly 


Condone Nazism? 


capitalism. Incidentally, the British 
partner would have been a very junior 
partner in the financial grip of his 
brother across the water. 


The present alliance of Britain and 
USSR holds the seed of a hope that 
Europe may yet find an order more 
in harmony with pacifist ideals than 
either British Capitalism in its pres- 
ent semi-totalitarian chrysalis stage 
or Russian Communistic Bureaucracy. 
Just as our Army and ARP experts 
can now co-operate and be mutually 
helpful, so I hope could our economic 
and social services learn something 
from one another and pick out the best 
from each. In this hope, and perhaps 
only in this hope, lies our salvation. 

I suggest therefore that you modify 
the present coldly destructive attitude 
of Peace News to a warmer and more 
constructive one. 


I ask you to consider whether per- 
haps the present Peace News attitude 
to USSR and to German Nazism is 
the outcome of a mistaken and ration- 
alized thinking to justify to yourself 
and others certain lines of argument 
developed in the past. If so, I ask you 
to dwell more on the present with its 
facts and the future with its possi- 
bilities, rather than on the dead past 
with its corpses. 

RONALD G. PERRY 
22 Walden Rd., 


Welwyn Garden City. 


Dartmoor, 1914-18 


1 have two photos. taken at Dartmoor 
Prison, then culled 2 Home Office Centre, dur- 
ing the war of 1914-18. One is of 23 York- 
shire COs and the other of 17 who were from 
40 to 50 years of age, All these had done 
various terms of imprisonment. It would be 
very interesting to know how many of these 
(or any others) are readers of Peace News 
and their opinions about the present war, and 
the stand taken by the conscientious objectors 
of today. 


The writer is the second person from the 
left on the back row on the Yorkshire COs 
photo. I suppose many who were at Dartmoor 
at the general release will not forget the 
memorable Sunday evening in the common 
ruom. Anyone interested in the above please 
.write me a line and I will report further to 
Peace News. 

ROBT. H. FRYERS. 
Mount View, 


Bradley, nr Keighley, Yorks. 


An Odd Omission 


In the review by “ Observer” (Peace 
News, July 4) of Mr, Richard Gregg’'s 
pamphlet, A Discipline for Non-Vio- 
lence, I find the observation: “ Rather 
dddly, he makes no reference at all to 


Gandhi and the discipline of khaddar 
in this connection.” 


This omission is to be deplored. It may be 
said that the criticism is unnecessary, 2s Mr. 
Gregg in the past has shown his Knowledge 
and admiration of the Mahatma'’s work and 
leadership. But it fs because of this fact that 
I criticize Mr. Gregg’s omission. Had Mr. 
Gregg been without knowledge of Mahatma 
Gandhi and his works there would not have 
been any ground for criticism; but as it is he 
cannot but be aware of the fact that years ago 
Mahatma Gandhi required of his followers to 
undergo the discipline of hand-spinning and 
weaving. 


Surely, then, the conclusions put forward by 
Mr. Gregg in the pamphlet are not his, but 
Mahatma Gandhi’s. Mr. Gregg’s part, I would 
say, has been to edit them with a view to 
helping the pacifists of the West. I suggest 
that the Westerner should be told that the con- 
clusions are not new, but established facts; 
that they were put forward and found good by 
the yreatest Mving exponent of non-violence; 
that his followers, have subjected themselves to 
the discipline for a number of years. The 
Westerner would then know the value of the 
advice which he was given. 

It is, to me, almost as if one preached a 
sermon embodying the teaching given in the 
Sermon on the Mount without mentioning 
Christ’s name and, indeed, as if it were his 
own inspiration. 

ALICE UNDERHILE, 


t 
75 Earlsdon-avenue South, Coventry. 
(Other letters on, back page) 


WHY NOT 


STOP 
NIGHT BOMBING? 


Max Plowman’s 
last article in 


THE ADELPHI 


reprinted as a leaflet. 14d. each 
Wd. per dozen, 3s. 7d. per 100, in- 
cluding postage. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


Dick Sheppard House 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 
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The Bishops 
and ¢he War 


Continued from p. | 


them convinced and ardent Nazis) 
have to give. 


We are urged to act the neighbour 
to our own “heathen”—not by bomb- 
ing them out of existence but in un- 
derstanding comradeship: but the 
only way to love the German heathen 
and bring about his conversion is to 
extirpate him out of existence. 


CHANGE OF HEART 


Bishops’ meetings took place 
shortly after Russia and Germany be- 
gan fighting each other. The sug- 
gestion is almost irresistible that the 
appeal to recognize good qualities 
“wherever found” (even in non- 
Christians) was prompted by anxiety 
to find some moral Justification for 
following the Government in its open 
support of the Soviet Government 
which had been so often and so 
strongly condemned by our prelates. 
It is now even being speculated in 
some quarters that one result of this 
sudden change of face in relation to 
Soviet Russia may be to bring about 
a startling change in the Soviet atti- 
tude to Christianity and the over- 
throw of such tyranny and oppression 
as there exists. 


Could any more convincing testi- 
mony be paid to the effectiveness of 
real and wholehearted national neigh- 
bourliness in bringing about a change 
of heart? It has taken twenty years 
of fierce antipathy and a sudden war 
emergency to force us into such an 
effort of neighbourly understanding. 
How. long will be taken and what cat- 
astrophe will it need to lead us to a 
like attempt with Nazi Germany? 


The appeal of the Bishops in their 
closing paragraphs to sympathetic 
understanding, unity, and reality in 
dealing with the outsider among our 
own people is moving and altogether 
to be welcomed. Those weapons can 
be effective against heathenism at 
home. But it is also they only that 


can pull down the strongholds of evil 
greater and more alien wherever’ they 
are found. For that—and not war— 
is the way of the Cross. 


CONMENTARY 


(Continued from page two) 


Briton quite natural; he will be surprised to 
hear, and will refuse to believe, that it will 
tbe regarded as an example of Russo-British 
tyranny by the Persiang themselves. If the 
Russo-British forces had not occupied Iran, 
the Germans would have done so. That is per- 
fectly true. But precisely the same argument 
applies to Belgium. The ‘preventive?’ occu- 
pation which we now practice in Iran, is the 
“preventive” occupation which the Germans 
have practised in Europe. They began it. 
True, if you do not go back very far in history. 


But let us henceforward drup the pretence 
of regarding the rights of small nations as 
sacrosanct. Russia demolished the small nations 
of the Baltic and would have demolished Fin- 
land if she could, as ruthlessly as Germany. 
Britain has always regarded her oil-interests in 
{ran as overriding any claims of that country 
to “sovereignty.” That is not to say there is 
nothing to choose between Russia and Britain 
and Germany: but that the choice is not simply 
between good on the one side and evil on the 
ather. 


Eternal Enemies ? 


SIGN of the times is the necessity which 

the Editor of New Statesman (August 2) 
felt to dissociate himself from the views ex- 
pressed in the leading review in the same 
issue. The review itself was a poor piece of 
Vansittart propaganda masq@erading as his- 
tory by Mr. A. L. Rowse. praising to the skies 
a book by R. D’O. Butler, The Roots of Nat- 
ional Scialism, for demonstrating that the 
Germans are and always have been the ene- 
mies of Western civilization. 

At the best, this kind of thing is precarious; 
at the worst, nonsense. It would be just as 
easy to demonstrate from equivalent material 
that the Russians have always been the ene- 
mies of Western civilization. The powerful 
Stavophile movement in Russia had much the 
same significance aa the volkisch movement in 
Germany. And what is Western civilization, 
anyhow, if the Germans are to be excluded 
from it? What is there really in| common 
between French rationalism and English em- 
piricism ? 


i It makes the heart groan that, with 
such a beautiful world as this to live 
in .. . we should go about on such 
errands as we do, destroying and lay- 
ing waste; and ninety-nine of us in 
a hundred never easy in any road that 
travels toward peace and quietness.— 
Wordsworth. 


Published from -3 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4., by “Peace News” Ltd. Printed by 
Clifford Printing Co.. London, N.16 


Letters to the Editor 


Negotiation 


BF SHOULD like to thank you very 
much for the article “Peace by 
Negotiation” in your issue of July 18. 
It ought to be read and re-read, It 
was Dean Colet who declared in St. 
Paul's (Cathedral, while Henry VIII 
was preparing war against France, 
“An unjust peace is better than the 
justest war.” 

As you say, the pacifist ‘‘!s committed by 
his creed to »e an advocate of peace at any 
cost.”’ However imperfect a peace made now 


may be, it is the essential condition of any 
attempt to build a better world. 


We all realize that real peace, which means 
co-operation, active good will, and brotherhood, 
cannot and will not come at the moment of the 
cessation of hostilities, whatever the circum- 
stances of that cessation, for such peace can 
only be built up by patient work through many 
years, and by the determination and courage 
and vision of the human spirit fn the face of 
many disappointments and failures. 


Mr. Churchill, in a recent speech, said: 
‘* There is only one thing certain about war— 
that It is full of disappointments, and also full 
of mistakes.’’ Pacifism, i.e., peacemaking, haa 
other certainties, but, like war, it has its share 
of disappointments and mistakes, and we shall 
have to be prepared to endure them with the 
same undaunted courage which the: militarists 
continue to show in the cause of war. 

The immediate duty of the pacifist, however, 
is to call upon men everywhere to stop the 
killing of their brethren and to make peace at 
all costs. No considerations of political or other 
expediency can relieve the pacifist of this duty. 
We are constantly met with the statement, 
“You can’t negotiate with Hitler.”" If we must 
admit the truth of that statement, our 
pacifism is unaffected. We shall still plead for 
peace by example, praying that our nation may 
lead the way to sanity by refusing to continue 
the slaughter. Even if we cannot negotiate 
with Hitler, we can stop killlng Germans. 


F. G. FINCHAM. 


East Preston Vicarage, Nr. Littlehampton, 
Sussex. 


NEWS OF €.0.s 


Denis Riley, formerly one of the re- 
presentatives of Yorkshire on the 
National Council of the-PPU, having 
refused to register under the National 
Service (Armed Forces) Act, was 
provisionally registered as a CO by 
the Minister of Labour. He refused 
to attend the hearing of his case by 
the Leeds tribunal, which put him on 
the Military Service register without 
qualification. He appealed, however, 
and has now been given unconditional 
exemption. Stuart Morris supported 
his appeal. 


Stanley Seamark, the PPU member 
who stood as Pacifist candidate at the 
recent Northampton by-election, was 
registered as a CO by the Leicester 
tribunal, on August 20, on condition he 
took up full-time work in agriculture 
or horticulture. He had applied for 
unconditional exemption. 


Wilfred Goom, the Quaker head 
master whose dismissal on account of 
his being a CO we reported recently, 
is Clerk of Hardshaw East Monthly 
Meeting of the Society of Friends, but 
his place was taken temporarily by 
another Friend when that meeting de- 
cided to ask the Lancashire Education 
Committee to receive a Quaker depu- 
tation on his behalf. 


Dr. Iowerth Pente, author of the first of the 
serie, of Welsh pamphlets mentioned’ in 
Peace News recently. was given unconditional 
exemption on July 23 and has since been dis- 
missed from hig post as Keeper of the Depart- 
ment of Folk Culture in the National Museum 
of Wales. 


Refused ‘“Medical”’.—Eight more sentences 
of imprisonment for refusal to submit to med- 
ical examination were reported by the Lon- 
don Evening Stundard last week. Robert. 
Martin Copping, of High Building Farm, Balls 
Cross, Petworth, Sussex, was sentenced to 12 
months at Brighton; Maurice Charles Wilkins, 
of High St.. Ponders End, William Charles 
Leary, of Elderfield Rd., Clapton, Norman 
Lewis Bramley, of Crossfield Rd, Tottenham, 
and George James Anker, of Russell Rd.. Pal- 
mers Green, were sentenced to six months at 
Tottenham; Alexander Frank Clarke, of Swaf- 
fam Prior, Eric Ernest Chapple, of Brixton, 
and Frederick Charles Henry Everett, of 
Brentwood, were sentenced to three months 
at. Cambridge. 


PEACE depends on 
RECONCILIATION, 
BETTER UNDERSTANDING, 


FAIR HEARING’ 


“FAIR HEARING.” the 
letter—now in 


Therefore read 
only impartial 
its third year, 


discussion 
Free specimen from:— 


R. Bathgate, Kingston St. Mary, Taunton. 
Cu ere 
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Kingsley Hall 


For some time I have been visiting 
Kingsley Hall, Bow, and have been 
tremendously impressed by the splen- 
did piece of pacifist service that the 
warden, Patrick Figgis, and his staff 
are doing among the people of Bow, 


assisted the work by gifts and contributions, 
but I should like to make an appeal on behalf 
of the needs of the staff themselves. At the 
moment some of them have to sleep in beds 
that are on the verge of dropping to pieces. 
and six divan beds are urgently needed to re- 
place them. Ordinary beds are not suitable 
as they would take up too much space. 


I believe many of your readers have already | 


If anyone has a divan bed to spare they 
would be doing a really useful piece of service 
by getting in touch with the warden, the Rev. 
Patrick Figgis, Kingsley Hall, Powis Rd., E.3., 
and arranging for its transport. 

KEN WOODROOFE 
8. Endsleigh Gardens. W.C.1. 


Advisory Bureaux chunges have been made 
at Shepherds Bush (D. Durrant, 29 Steventon 
Rd., W.12) and Southport (Southport Prepara- 
tive Meeting Peace Cttee., Friends’ Meeting ; 
House, Portland St., Southport). 


Editorial, Publishing & Advertisement 
Office: (Please specify department) 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 2262-3 


Subscription Rates: 


Home: Quarterly, 3/3; Yearly, 12/6. 
Abroad: Quarterly, 2/9; Yearly, 10/6. 


Latest time for 
Displayed Advertisements 
FIRST POST Monday 


Neither the Peace Pledge Union nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. (Still 
less does the acceptance of advertisements 
imply endorsement of any views expressed or 
implied therein or PPU connection with the 
matter advertised). Contributions are wel- 
comed, though no payment is made. They 
should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. They 
may not be returned unless a _ stamped 
nddressed envelope is enclosed, nor can we 
undertake to acknowledge all correspondence 
owing to increased cost af postage. 


CLASSIFIED 


2d per word, minimum 2s. 6d. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


N.B.{Cash MUST accompany copy, 
except for series bookings. 


Latest time fer copy MONDAY 


ACCOMMODATION 


COMFORTABLE furnished house, 3 minutes 
Golders Green Station, would suit very small 
community. House must be kept clean; owner 
(bachelor with very simple tastes) must have 
attendance during hig very infrequent visits: 
personal references on both sides; house must 
not be left empty during blackout hours.—Box 
907 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4 

COUNTRY cottage, safe area, lovely lake 
land, very reasonable, for companionship; also 
car offered on loan, use as taxi; plenty work 
waiting.—_Box 908 Peace News. 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

FOR ALL properties to be let or sold in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneers and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. {Speedwell 9888, 3 
lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirements of pacifists. 

HOUSE to let, furnished or unfurnished, 
outskirts N. London; suit family or small 


“community.” Low rental.—Box 854, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 
PACIFIST, AWAITING sentence. offers 


home to active elderly couple; modern country 
cottage, all conveniences, good situation (re- 
ception), 18 miles out of London; share ex- 
pensegs with wife and child of 4; large garden. 

—Box 901 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

PACIFIST couple require self-contained flat, 
bungalow, or house; possession by mid-Sep- 
tember; preferably Surrey, in easy reach of 
London, Terms to W., 9 Somerset Av.. Hook, 
Surbiton. 

PACIFIST COUPLE (28) urgently require 
small house or flat, Chalfont or Aylesbury dis- 
trict.—Box 906 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N44. 


EDUCATIONAL 
LEARN to write and speak fur peace and 


buman brotherhood, harnessing artistic. im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts. cor- 
respondence lessons 68. each (Also small 


classes 1s. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A) 2° Primrose Hill-road. London. N.W.8. 

SHERWOOD SCHOOL, Epsom. Co-educa- 
tianal school for children from 3 years; grad- 
uate staff mainly drawn from a Community 
of Friends who are alive to the urgent need 
of educating for a changing world F 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIER Cycles for tradesmen, carriage 
paid, ail complete, thus ready to use, &7 188 
Harris Cycle Ca., Coventry. F 

C.0. and Wife, isolated position, appreciate 
gift redundant books.—Williams, Bank Ground 
Cottage, Coniston, Lancs. 

TYPEWRITER, workable condition, capable 
cutting stencils, urgently required by secret- 
ary, East London pacifist service unit; gift to 
unit ?—Box 905 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
N.4. 

WANTED—Honey: English. imported. 
packed or bulk. Also canned and bottled fruit. 
Frith. Health Centre, Fleetwood. 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


PACIFIST COUPLE seek new _ venture 
offering agricultural or horticultural training: 
little experience; can offer small capital.—Box 
904 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd, N.4. 

PACIFISTS interested in establishing a pro- 
gressive Community Farm, Guest House, Pre- 
paratory School, etc., and prepared to invest 
not less than £200 in debentures, and work 
hard for “keep” and pocket money and a 
share of profits, are invited to write, atating 
religious bias, experience, and age, to—Box 
895 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


LITERATURE &c. 


QUAKERISM. _ Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the 
Religious Society of Friends, free on applica- 
tion to the Friends’ Home Service Committees, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


READ Pamela Kellino’s vivid story of slum 
life, This Little Hand, published by Robert 
Hale. ‘‘The reader is left with the impression 
of sober imaginative truth”’—Times Literary 
Supplement. ; 

WE SCOOPED the pool on Churchill's U.S. 
trip. See current issue private subscription 
Inside News-Letter. Send 3d. stamps to New 
Vision Publications, at 22 Seafield Rd., N.11. 


MEETINGS, &e. 


PUBLIC MEETING. A New Nation for 
a New World; Sat., Sept. 6, 1941, 5 p.m. (Holy 
Nation Society); Small Hall, Friends House. 
N.W.1. Speakers: Rev. A. D. Belden, D.D.. 
H. J. Schonfield, Olive Heley; Chairman. F 
Newman Turner. 

. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


EDUCATION in Community. Wanted for 
September term, helper to teach and look 
after youngest children (ages 4-7); pocket 
money basis, but scope for somebody interested 
in progressive education. Community School, 
Alderwood House, Greenham Common, nr. 
Newbury, Berks. 

WANTED, Housekeeper-Companion, strict 
vegetarian; child sehool age welcome; East 
Devon.— Box 903 Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rad. 
N.4. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 


ACCOUNTANT, aged 30, varied experience, 
seeks change; would take charge or assist in 
accountancy of firm (non-war industry), hos- 
pital ete.; prefer work for Quaker.—Box 894 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

C.O. 21, exempt, requires work with sym- 
pathetic farmer; 15 months experience; hand 
or machine milking; companionable, willing. 
go anywhere.—Box 902 Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Red., N.4. 

PACIFIST TEACHER, unconditional ex- 
emption, urgently requires teaching post or 
youth service work. B.A., Honours French. 
subsidiary English, Latin; Teacher’s Diploma 


—Write B. Stoddard, 56 Albert Rd.. Man- 
chester 19. 
WHERE :TO STAY 
IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heys Farm. 


a Guest House founded on Quaker principles 
—Wardens, Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad- 


! ford, nr Clitheroe. 


SAVE TO CONSTRUCT 


Thrift may be practised easily and simply by systematic investment in 
the withdrawable shares issued by the St. Pancras Building Society, the 
yield on which is three per cent. per annum free of income tax. 


oO 


O 


FREE OF TAX 


A postcard will bring you a copy 
of the Society’s “Guide for Investors” 


Managing Director: E.W. BALES le 
St. Pancras Building Society 


St. Pancras House, 
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Parkway, N.W.1. 
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